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LESSON 3
THE QUR'AN AND REVELATION
I. REVELATION AND SCRIPTURE BEFORE THE QUR'AN
1.1  God's Communication with Man

God communicated with man. This is the key concept of revelation upon which all religious belief if more than a mere philosophical attempt to explain man's relationship with the great 'unknown', the 'wholly other' is founded. There is no religious belief, however remote it may be in time or concept from the clear teachings of Islam, which can do without or has attempted to do without God's communication with man.

1.2  Man denies God

God's communication with man has always accompanied him, from the earliest period of his appearance on this planet, and throughout the ages until today. Men have often denied the communication from God or attributed it to something other than its true source and origin. More recently some have begun to deny God altogether, or to explain away man's preoccupation with God and the communication from Him as a preoccupation with delusion and fantasy. Yet even such people do not doubt that the preoccupation of man with God's communication is as old as man himself. Their reasoning is, they claim, based on material evidence. Following this line of thought they feel that they should deny God's existence, but are at the same time compelled to concede the point for material evidence is abundant that man has ever been preoccupied with thinking about God and the concept of God's communication with man. Empiricism and Realism.

          Their general approach to emphasize material evidence in the search for reality and truth is surely commendable. Not only empiricist philosophy but also commonsense tell us that one should accept as real and existent what can be grasped empirically, that is, by direct experience, by seeing, hearing, touching and so on. While there may be in other systems of thought, other criteria for the evaluation of reality, at present it is a materialistic philosophy that rules the day, and though many people (especially the 'religious' type) are saddened by this and wish back the 'old days of idealism and rule of the creed', I personally think that we have to accept the present state of affairs not as ideal and unchangeable, but as our point of departure and moreover that doing so is of some advantage to us.

1.3  Guidance for Man

Muslims, referring to the Noble Qur'an, also conclude that from the beginning of his life on earth, man has received communication from God, to guide him and protect him from such self-perception and deceit:

'We said: Get ye down all from here; and if, as is sure, there comes to you guidance from Me, whosoever follows My guidance on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve' (Al-Qur'an 2:38) 
This message and promise has been communicated by God to all mankind, all children of Adam, as the Qur'an explains:

'O ye children of Adam! Whenever there come to you apostles from amongst you, rehearsing My signs unto you those who are righteous and mend (their lives) on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve' (Al-Qur'an 7:35).

1.4  The Messengers

The guidance from God comes through the apostles or messengers, and they bring with them the scripture from God:

'We sent before time Our apostles with clear signs and sent down with them the book and the balance (of right and wrong) that men may stand forth in justice ...' (Al-Qur'an 57:25).

The basic message of all prophets from God, and hence of all scriptures they brought, is one and the same message from God to man:'

'And verily We have raised in every nation a messenger, (proclaiming): Serve Allah and shun false gods ...' (Al-Qur'an 16:36)

1.5  The Final Revelation

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was the last messenger from Allah to mankind, and he brought the final revelation from God to man. Therefore the scripture containing this revelation is the last of the Noble Scriptures.

       The basic message of the Noble Qur'an is the same as the basic message of the previous revelations and books, and the directives and instructions, by which it provides guidance for man are of a universal nature. They apply for all times to come and in all situations. This revelation corresponds to man's position on earth and in history. Man has reached, in his development, the stage when universal principles need to be applied to safeguard his purposeful existence.

1.6  The word Qur'an

The Arabic word 'qur'an' is derived from the root qara'a, which has various meanings. Qur'an is a verbal noun and hence means the 'reading' or 'recitation'. As used in the Qur'an itself, the word refers to the revelation from Allah in the broad sense and is not always restricted to the written form in the shape of a book, as we have it before us today.

However, it means revelation to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) only, while revelation to other prophets has been referred to by different names (e.g. taurat, injil, kitab, etc.).

1.7  Other Names of the Qur'an

The revelation from Allah to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)  is referred to in the Qur'an itself by the name qur'an (recitation) as well as by other names, such as e.g. furqan (criterion, see Al-Qur'an 25: 1). tanzil (sent down, see Al-Qur'an 26: 192). dhikr (reminder, see Al-Qur'an 15: 9). kitab (scripture, see Al-Qur'an 21:10).

       Other references to the Qur'an are by such words as nur (light), huda (guidance), rahma (mercy), majid (glorious), mubarak (blessed), bashir (announcer), nadhir (warner), etc. All these names reflect one of the various aspects of the revealed word of Allah.

1.8  Distinctive Features of the Qur'an

The most important distinction between the Qur'an and all other words or writings therefore is that the Qur'an is the speech from Allah, revealed in its precise meaning and wording through the Angel Gabriel, transmitted by many, inimitable, unique and protected by Allah Himself against any corruption.

II. REVELATION AND HOW IT CAME TO THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PBUH)

2.1 God guides His Creation

Allah (The exalted), the Creator has not only brought about the creation, but continues to sustain and to direct it, in the way that He has created us and all that is around us. He has provided many forms of guidance, indeed, a system of guiding principles, of which the laws of 'nature' are a part.

     But Allah (i.e. Almighty God) has also granted a special form of guidance for mankind from the outset of its occupancy of the earth. He promised to Adam (peace be upon him) and his descendants: 'Get ye down all from here; and if, as is sure, there comes to you guidance from Me, whosoever follows guidance, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve' (Al-Qur'an 2: 38).' This guidance comes through the prophets, whom Allah continuously sent to mankind, until the last messenger, Muhammad (pbuh) received His final guidance.

     2.2 Guidance through Revelation

We call a man to whom God in His own way communicates His guidance, a prophet or messenger (Nabi, Rasul). Prophets receive the word of God through revelation and then communicate it to their fellow human beings:

'We have sent thee inspiration, as We sent it to Noah and the messengers after him: We sent inspiration to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the tribes, to Jesus, Job, Jonah, Harun and Solomon, and to David We gave the Psalms. Of some apostles, We have already told the story, of others We have not and to Moses God spoke direct apostles who gave good news as well as warning, that mankind after (the coming) of the apostles should have no plea against God: for God is exalted in power and ways' (Al-Qur'an 4: 163-5).

      The two words italicised (capitalized) in the above translation are both derived from the Arabic root 'wahy'.

     2.3 Means of Revelation

Wahy in the sense of 'revelation' is guidance from God for His creation, brought by the Prophets, who received the word from God through one of the means mentioned in the following Qur'anic verse:

'It is not fitting for a man that God should speak to him except by inspiration, or from behind a veil, or by sending of a messenger to reveal with God's permission what God wills: for He is Most High, Most Wise' (Al-Qur'an 42: 51).

 Means of Revelation are:
· Inspiration, e.g. in a dream (see Al-Qur'an 37: 102, where it is related that Ibrahim (pbuh) receives guidance in a vision, while asleep, to sacrifice his son).

· Speech hidden away (see Al-Qur'an 27: 8, where it is related that God spoke to Moses (pbuh) from the fire).

· Words (speech) sent through a special messenger from God (see Al-Qur'an 2:97, where it is related that God sent the Angel Gabriel as the messenger to Muhammad (pbuh) to reveal His message.

       2.4 The Qur'an revealed to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), the last of God's messengers, received the revelation of the Qur'an through a special messenger sent by God for this purpose: the Angel Gabriel, who recited to him God's words exactly.

       2.5 Beginning of the Revelation

The revelation of the Qur'an began in the laila al-qadr of Ramadan (the 27th night or one of the odd nights after the 21st) after the Prophet Muhammad had passed the fortieth year of his life (that is around the year 610), during his seclusion in the cave of Hira' on a mountain near Makka.

Narrated Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her), the mother of the faithful believers: The commencement of the divine inspiration to Allah's apostle was in the form of good dreams which came like bright daylight (i.e. true) and then the love of seclusion was bestowed upon him.
He used to go in seclusion in the Cave of Hira', where he used to worship (Allah alone) continuously for many days before his desire to see his family. He used to take with him food for the stay and then come back to (his wife) Khadija to take his food likewise again, till suddenly the truth descended upon him while he was in the Cave of Hira'.
The angel came to him and asked him to read. The Prophet replied 'I do not know how to read'. The Prophet added, 'The angel caught me (forcibly) and pressed me so hard that I could not bear it any more. He then released me and again asked me to read and I replied, "I do not know how to read". Thereupon he caught me again and pressed me a second time till I could not bear it any more. He then released me and again asked me to read, but again I replied, "I do not know how to read" (or what shall I read?). Thereupon he caught me for the third time and pressed me, and then released me and said: "Read, in the name of Your Lord, who created, created man from a clot. Read! And Your Lord is the most bountiful"  ( Sahih of Al- Bukharis)

         The narration goes on to tell us that the Prophet went back to his wife Khadija and recounted to her his dreadful experience. She comforted him and both of them consulted Waraqa, Khadlja's relative and a learned Christian, about it. Waraqa told Muhammad that he had encountered the one 'whom Allah had sent to Moses' and that he would be driven out by his people.

      2.6 How Revelation came?

Narrated Aisha, the mother of the faithful believers: Al-Harith bin Hisham asked Allah's apostle: 'O Allah's apostle. How is the divine inspiration revealed to you?' Allah's apostle replied, 'Sometimes it is "revealed" like the ringing of a bell, this form of inspiration is the hardest of all and then this state passes off after I have grasped what is inspired. Sometimes the Angel comes in the form of a man and talks to me and I grasp whatever he says'. ( Sahih of Al-Bukhari)
 2.7 Reasons why the Qur'an was sent down in Stages

The Qur'an was revealed in stages over a period of 23 years, and not as a complete book in one single act of revelation. There are a number of reasons for this; most important are the following:

· To strengthen the heart of the Prophet by addressing him continuously and whenever the need for guidance arose. 

· Out of consideration for the Prophet since revelation was a very difficult experience for him. 

· To gradually implement the laws of God. 

· To make understanding, application and memorisation of the revelation easier for the believers.

III.  CHARACTERISTICS OF THE QURAN 
1 – The prayer is only valid when the Muslim recites the prescribed chapters in it that the prophet has taught us. 

The messenger of Allah said, what translated means, “There is no prayer for whoever does not read the fati’ha of the book.” [al-bukhari & muslim].

2 – The Quran will always be protected from change and alterations

Allah said, what translated means “Verily we: it is we who have sent down the revelation and surely, we will guard it (from corruption).” [15:9]. 

The previous books, such as the torah and the gospel, were changed and altered by the jews and christians.

3 – The Quran is free from contradictions

Allah said, what translated means, “had it been from other than Allah, they would surely have found therein much contradictions.” [4:82].

4 – The Quran has been made easy to recite and memorize

“and indeed, we have made the quran easy to understand and remember, then is there any that will remember (or receive admonition)? “ [54:132].

5 – The Quran is Allah’s eternal miracle that can never be reproduced or mimicked in any form or shape

Allah said, what translated means,“or do they say, “he (Mohammad) has forged it?” say, “bring then a surah like unto it!”” [10:38].

6 – Tranquility and peace will descend on those who recite it

The messenger of Allah said, what translated means, 

“no group of people meet in one of the houses of Allah (mosques) for the purpose of reciting the quran and studying it amongst themselves, but tranquility will descend on them, the mercy will fill them, the angels will accompany them, and Allah will mention them to those who are with him (the angels in heaven).” [Muslim].

7 – The Quran cleanses the heart from the ills of shirk and hypocrisy

Some of the Ayats (i. e. verses) and surahs (i. e. chapters) of the quran also have a cure for the ills of the body, such as al-fati’hah and also al- mu’awwithatan (the last two surahs of the quran). 

Allah said, what translated means, “o mankind! there has come to you a good advice from your lord (the quran), and a healing for what is in your breasts, -- a guidance and a mercy for the believers.” [10:57], and, “and we send down from the quran that which is a healing and a mercy to those who believe.” [17:82].

8 – The stories that the Quran narrates to us are true and not fantasies. 

For example, the story of prophet Moses (pbuh) and Pharaoh is true, for Allah said, what translated means, 

“We recite to you some of the news of Moses and Pharaoh in truth.” [28:3]. 

The story of the residents of the cave is also true, 

“We narrate unto you (o Mohammad) their story with truth.” [18:13]. 

All the stories that Allah narrates in the quran are true, 

“Verily! this is the true narrative.” [3:62]. 
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