
The Holy Quran

Introduction

The Noble Quran the Holy Scriptures of the Muslims; a compilation of the verbal revelations given to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) over a period of 23 years. It lays down for them the law and commandments, codes for their social and moral behavior, and contains a comprehensive religious guidelines. The language of the Quran is Arabic.

The revelation from Allah to the Prophet Muhammad is referred to in the Qur'an itself by the name Quran (recitation) as well as by other names, such as e.g. Furqaan (criterion, see 25: 1); Tanzil (sent down, see 26: 192); Dhikr (reminder, see 15: 9); Kitab (scripture, see 21:10).  All these names reflect one of the various aspects of the Book.

Chapters And Verses

The Quran is divided into 114 (Surah) or Chapters and each Chapter consists of individual Ayaat   or verses. There are in total 6,236 verses in the Quran. The Chapters are of varying lengths, some consisting of a few lines while others run for many pages. (Ch.2) al Baqarah is the longest Chapter comprising 286 verses while ( Ch. 108) al Kauthar is the shortest with only three verses.

The text of the Quran has remained unchanged over the past 1400 years. The millions of copies of the Quran circulating in the world today are all identical down to a single letter. 

What Does The Noble Quran Contain

To the Muslims, the Quran is the Word of Allah and contains complete guidance for mankind. Much of the Quran is about Allah, His attributes and man's relationship to Him. But it also contains directives for its followers, historical accounts of certain prophets and peoples, arguments for accepting Muhammad as a genuine Prophet and good news for the believers and warnings for the disbelievers. Broadly speaking, the contents of the Quran fall into almost 15 main categories: 

1. Oneness of Allah Almighty 

  ‘ Say: He is God, the One and Only; God, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; And there is none like unto Him’. (Quran 112:1-4)

2. Faith     

‘ The Apostle believeth in what hath been revealed to him from his Lord, as do the men of faith. Each one (of them) believeth in God, His angels, His books, and His apostles. "We make no distinction (they say) between one and another of His apostles." And they say: "We hear, and we obey: (We seek) Thy forgiveness, Our Lord, and to Thee is the end of all journeys.’ (Quran 2:285)

3. The Holy Quran 

‘ This Quran is not such as can be produced by other than God; on the contrary it is a confirmation of (revelations) that went before it, and a fuller explanation of the Book - wherein there is no doubt - from the Lord of the worlds.‘ (Quran 10: 37)  

4. Religion

5. Worship                                                

6. Morals & Ethics

‘ ye who believe! enter not houses other than your own, until ye have asked permission and saluted those in them: that is best for you, in order that ye may heed (what is seemly) - If ye find no one in the house, enter not until permission is given to you: if ye are asked to go back, go back: that makes for greater purity for yourselves: and God knows well all that ye do.’ (Quran 24:27-28)

7. Political relations 

8. Stories of the Prophets (Peace be upon Them)

9. Women in Islam

‘ O ye who believe! Ye are forbidden to inherit women against their will. Nor should ye treat them with harshness, that ye may take away part of the dower ye have given them,-except where they have been guilty of open lewdness; on the contrary live with them on a footing of kindness and equity. If ye take a dislike to them it may be that ye dislike a thing, and God brings about through it a great deal of good. (Quran 4:19)

‘ And among His Signs is this, that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquillity with them, and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who reflect.’  (Quran 30:21)

‘ And We have enjoined upon man [care] for his parents. His mother carried him, [increasing her] in weakness upon weakness, and his weaning is in two years. Be grateful to Me and to your parents; to Me is the [final] destination.’ (Quran 31:14)

10. Muhammad (PBUH)

11. Life & Death

12. Paradise & Hell

13. Stories and History

14. People of the Book (The Jews & Christians)

‘Strongest among men in enmity to the believers wilt thou find the Jews and Pagans; and nearest among them in love to the believers wilt thou find those who say, "We are Christians": because amongst these are men devoted to learning and men who have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant. - And when they listen to the revelation received by the Apostle, thou wilt see their eyes overflowing with tears, for they recognize the truth: they pray: "Our Lord! we believe; write us down among the witnesses. - "What cause can we have not to believe in God and the truth which has come to us, seeing that we long for our Lord to admit us to the company of the righteous?" - And for this their prayer hath God rewarded them with gardens, with rivers flowing underneath,- their eternal home. Such is the recompense of those who do good - But those who reject Faith and belie our Signs,- they shall be companions of Hell-fire.’ (Quran 5:82-86)
15. Jihad 

‘Fight in the cause of God those who fight you, but do not transgress limits; for God loveth not transgressors.’ (Quran 2:190)

For more reading on the topics of Quran: http://en.wathakker.net/quran_topics/
The Noble Quran - History of Text

Unlike the Old and the New Testaments, the Quran has been preserved in its entirety. The Quranic revelations were memorized and recorded immediately and simultaneously upon their revelation. The Quran was revealed by God to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) over a period of about 23 years. The revelations were conveyed to the Prophet in small segments by the angel Gabriel who made the Prophet recite the revealed verses in his presence.

From the very beginning, the Prophet employed two independent but mutually complementary methods for preserving the revelations; Memorization and Inscription. Besides ensuring independently the transmission of the revelation, the two methods also served as internal checks, for  the accuracy of preservation.

Islamic traditions record that the Prophet himself was the first to commit a revelation to memory after the Angel Gabriel had brought it to him. The Prophet then declared the revelation and encouraged his Companions to memorize it. By this, even the correct pronunciation of the message was preserved. It is also well known that the recital of the Quran during the daily prayers is required and hence many Companions heard repeatedly passages from the revelation, memorized them and used them in prayer. The Prophet also listened to the recitation of the Qur'an by the Companions and sent teachers to communities in other places so that they might receive instruction in Islam and the Qur'an Thus, the main mode of preservation and transmission of the Quranic revelations was through Memorization. 

The Revelation used to be written down from the very early days of the Prophet's call. In Madina, the Prophet had several persons who wrote down revelation when it was revealed. The Prophet himself instructed his scribes as to where the different revealed verses should be placed, and thus determined the order and arrangement. This order and arrangement was well known to the Muslims and strictly observed by them. Besides that, the Angel Gabriel used to review all the revelation with Muhammad once every year in Ramadan, and went through it twice in the year the Prophet died.

At the time of the Prophet's death, the number of people who had memorized the entire Quran exceeded one hundred thousand. The process of new converts accepting Islam continued as did the process of memorizing the entire Quran. The Quran propagated through the process of memorization ensured its survival in its pristine purity. 

During the Caliphate of Abu Bakr (the 1st Caliph after the Prophet's death), many companions who knew the entire Quran by heart, were killed in the battle of Yamama. Hence it was feared that unless a written copy of the Qur'an were prepared, a large part of the revelation might be lost. Therefore, the Caliph Abu Bakr appointed a commission and charged it with the task of compiling the Quranic revelations into one volume. Within two years, the commission assembled the scribes employed by the Prophet for recording the revelations and compiled the recorded texts into one volume. The accuracy of the text of this volume was checked by the Prophet's disciples who had committed the entire Quran to their memory as well as from the written scripts. 

The 3rd Caliph, Uthman, had the same commission prepare seven additional copies of the Quran for distribution throughout the Muslim world. Some of these copies still survive. One such copy is preserved in a Turkish Museum, which has been used by leading authorities to compare the current Quranic text. 

Contrasting the compilation of the Old and New Testaments with that of the Quran, Divine designs become more evident. Muslims can claim that the Quran around the world is uniform, even in its minutest detail. It is exactly the same as was originally revealed to the Prophet (PBUH) and which was assembled in one volume by the first Caliph, Abu Bakr. 

Meanwhile, the absolute accuracy of the Bible can be best described by quoting from the preface of the Revised Standard Version, which describes it as:

 “the most probable reconstruction of events based on the best judgement of competent scholars.” (The Holy Bible, RSV Catholic Edition, Catholic Biblical Association of Great Britain, Pub. London Catholic Truth Society)

This Divine guarantee of safeguarding the Quran is not confined to preserving the integrity of the text alone. It extends to all factors that bear upon the preservation of the Quran as the perfect source of Divine guidance for the whole of mankind, for all times. For instance, it is guaranteed that the language in which it was revealed, namely Arabic, would always continue to be a living language in current use, so that no difficulty might be met with in determining and comprehending the meaning of the Quran. Arabic is today spoken and written over a much greater area of the earth and by many hundred times the number of people than was the case when Quran was revealed. 

That Divine Challenge put forth almost 1400 years ago is still valid today. The very fact that no other versions of the Quran exists is overwhelming evidence of its Divine protection. 

Dr. Maurice Boucle, French medical doctor, member of the French Society of Egyptology and an author, in his book ‘The Bible, The Quran and Science’ testifies to the above facts and some excerpts from his book follow:

‘If we now examine the teachings of Muslim exegetes, we shall see that they present the Quran in quite a different manner. About fourteen centuries ago at a meditation retreat near Mecca, Muhammad received the first message through the Archangel Gabriel. After a long period of silence, the first message was followed by successive revelations spanning a period of some twenty years. They were not only transcribed while the Prophet was still alive, but also recited by heart by his early followers and later by the many believers who had gathered around him. After his death (i~ 632 A.D.), the various elements were brought together in a book, henceforth known as The Quran. It contains the Word of God to the exclusion of any human addition. The manuscripts we possess from the first century of Islam authenticate today's text.’ 
‘Islam has its equivalent of the Gospels in the Ahadith. These are the collected sayings of Muhammad and the story of his deeds. The Gospels are nothing other than this for Jesus. The first collections of Ahadith were written decades after the death of Muhammad, just as the Gospels were written decades after Jesus. In both cases they bear human witness to events in the past.’ 

‘There are no scientific errors in the Quran’ 

‘ In conclusion then, the Pentateuch (Torah), as we know it today, is not exactly the same as it was revealed to Moses. The later books of Old Testament have also undergone many revisions and modifications for many words and phrases found in the older versions have been changed in subsequent revisions. It may be coincidental that many of the changed words, or sections are those which the Muslims have used in support of their view point. In spite of the inconsistencies among the various versions, the Old Testament still foretells the promulgation of a new law from God to guide future generations.’

‘The Quran, on the other hand, stands alone in its absolute authenticity. Its accuracy is beyond the slightest shadow of a doubt. This fact has been corroborated by many independent researchers and can also be verified today through comparison with on of the first written copies.’

The Characteristics of the Quran

‘ Ask Those Who Have Knowledge’

An interesting attitude that exists in the Quran repeatedly deals with its advice to the reader. The Quran informs the reader about different facts and then gives the advice: "If you want to know more about this or that, or if you doubt what is said, then you should ask those who have knowledge." 

You Did Not Know This Before!

Undoubtedly, there is an attitude in the Quran which is not found anywhere else. It is interesting how when the Quran provides information, it often tells the reader, "You did not know this before." Indeed, there is no scripture that exists which makes that claim. 

“Exhausting the Alternatives”

The real certainty about the truthfulness of the Quran is evident in the confidence which is prevalent throughout it. The Quran states, "This book is a divine revelation; if you do not believe that, then what is it?" In other words, the reader is challenged to come up with some other explanation.

The Inimitability of the Quran

‘And they say, “Why are not miracles sent down to him from his Lord?” Say: “The signs are only with Allah, and I am only a plain warner.” Is it not a sufficient miracle for them that We have sent down to you the Book which is recited to them?  Verily, herein is a mercy and a reminder for a people who believe.’ (Quran 29:50-51) 

‘And when Our verses are recited to them, they say, “We have heard this! If we wish, we can say something similar to it.  These are nothing but stories of old”.’ (Quran 8:31) 

‘And if you are in doubt as to what We have sent down to Our servant, then produce a chapter similar to it, if you are truthful.  But if you do not do it – and of a surety you cannot do it – then fear the Fire whose fuel are men and stones, prepared for the disbelievers.’ (Quran 2:23-24) 

The challenge of the Quran is open and valid until the end of time.  That the challenge has not yet been met stands as a witness to the truth of its message, and is a constant reminder for mankind. It also contains guidance for whosoever may doubt its source as divine, in that they know what is needed to lend proof to their claims.  But they also know the penalty of their doubts if they fail.

‘But if you do not do it – and of a surety you cannot do it – then fear the Fire whose fuel are men and stones, prepared for the disbelievers.’ (2:23-24)

More info:

1. Bucaille, M. The Bible, The Quran, and Science, Pub. Seghers, Paris.

2. Authentecity of the Holy Quran, by Dr. Maurice Bucaille: http://www.ediscoverislam.com/What-is-Holy-Quran/Understanding-Holy-Quran/authenticity-of-the-holy-quran.

3. The Holy Quran: Unique among Scriptures: http://www.ediscoverislam.com/What-is-Holy-Quran/Understanding-Holy-Quran/holy-quran-unique-scriptures-muslims-book
4. www.kalamullah.com: “A comprehensive website offers knowledge on every aspect of Islam”.
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